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The Origins 























































































Maryland Militia 


One cannot truly understand the history of the 
2nd Maryland Infantry without knowing the 
origins of which it evolved from. Many members 
previously served in the Maryland Militia. One 
such Militia Unit was the 53rcl Maryland Infantry 
Regiment. The 53rd was a pre-war unit that 
was one of the best trained and drilled 
organizations in the country at that time. Its 
motto “Decus et Prsesidium”, Latin for “A Honor 
and A Guard”. The unit disbanded shortly after 
the Baltimore Riot of 1861 and Lincoln’s Martial 
Law set upon the state. Most of the men of the 
53rd were “pro South” which in turn had many 
of its members heading south to enlist in the 
Confederate Army. Some of those men formed 
the core of the 1st Maryland Infantry Regiment 
and later formed the 2nd Maryland Infantry. 
Capt. Herbert, Captain. Murray, Lt. McKim, Lt. 
Booth, Lt. Howard to name a few, all were 
former members of the 53rd Maryland. 













































First Maryland 

Infantry 

Regiment 



1861-1862 



Pvt. James Dorset! 
Company I 
































1 St Maryland Infantry Regt. 


After the Baltimore Riots, Abraham Lincoln declared 
martial law in Maryland and sent Federal Troops to 
I occupy the state. Thousands of “Pro South” Marylanders 
i (est. 25,000-30,000) headed to Virginia to enlist in various 
units in the Confederate Army. Even though Maryland 
I never seceded, some wanted to form their own unit as 
j they felt it was necessary to have the state represented 
I within the Army. The 1 st Maryland Infantry Regiment was 
officially formed (mustered) on June 16, 1861. The 
regiment was made up of volunteers from Maryland who 
many served pre-war in Maryland State Militias. The 
regiment saw action at the battles of First Manassas, 

Gen.“Stonewall” Jackson’s Valley Campaign, and in the 
Peninsular Campaign (Seven Days Battles). It was 
officially mustered out of service in August 1862, as the 
members initial 1 year service expired. Knowing that they 
were unable to return to Union-occupied Maryland, some 
of the men re-enlisted in various Maryland Artillery or 
Cavalry units that were in service. The men that were left 
went on to form the nucleus of a new Maryland Infantry 
unit being formed, the 1st Maryland Infantry Battalion 
(later re-named the 2nd Maryland Infantry). 




















1st Maryland Colonels that became Generals 



Maj.Gen Arnold Elzey 


Brig. Gen Bradley T. Johnson 

































1st Maryland officers that formed 2nd Maryland 



Capt. James Herbert 
Co.D 


Capt. William Murray 
Co.H 
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The Muster 



















Reforming 


After the 1 st Maryland Infantry 
Regiment disbanded upon the 
i completion of their one year 
service contract in August 1862, 
some of the survivors began to 
create companies in Richmond 
to form another ‘All Maryland” 
Infantry unit. Very quickly two 
companies were mustered into 
service. 





















Companies A & B 


The two companies formed 
were designated Company A & 
Company B. The Commander 
of Company A was Capt. 
William H. Murray (formerly 
Captain of Co.H 1st MD Inf 
Regt). The Commander of 
Company B was Capt. James P. 
Crane (formerly Captain of 
Co.G 59th Va. Inf and 
Drillmaster to Gen. Wise in 
Richmond) 
























Companies A & B 

mmtmt miM " “ ibi 

m k Pvt. John Hayden 


After muster^ both Companies A 
& B were uniformed, equipped, 
and armed in Richmond. From 
research and documentation, 
both companies were initially 
issued the RDl style jacket with 
matching trousers. 

*RD1 is a modern term used by 
historians to describe a 
dehnitive style of jacket. The 
uniforms were grey in color 
with black piping. 
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Companies C, D, E, and F 


In late August, more 
i Marylanders began to enlist. As 
the new Companies formed, 
Companies A&B were sent to 
Winchester, Va. The new 
formations in Richmond 
became Companies C, D, E, 
and E 



Pvt. Daniel Duvall 

Co.C 

























Companies C, D, E, and F 


The new companies were formed in 
Richmond but did not officially 
muster nor receive uniforms and 
weapons until they arrived in 
Winchester to join with Companies A 
& B already there. The new Company 
Commanders are as follows: 

• Co.C: Capt. James Herbert 

• Co.D: Capt. Joseph McAleer 

• Co.E: Capt. John W. Torsch 

• Co.F: Capt. A.J. Gwynn 





















Companies C, D, E, and F 


Companies C, D, E, and F arrived 
in Winchester on September 28, 
1862. Companies C, D, and E 
officially mustered into service. 
Company F mustered the following 
day. The men were issued uniforms, 
gear, and weapons at this time. The 
Marylanders were under the 
commutation issue system. 

*These companies were initially 
issued commutation RD2 or RD3 
style jackets and matching trousers 
made from imported English Army 
Cloth 






























































1 St Maryland Infantry Battalion 


The new Maryland Companies 
did not have enough men to be 
designated a “Regiment”. 

They were named the 1 st 
Maryland Infantry Battalion. 

The Battalion rated a Major as 
ranking leader. Gapt. James 
Herbert of Go.G was elected as 
the Major of the new 
organization. Lt. Ferdinand 
Duvall was promoted to 
Captain of Company C. 

Maj. James Herbert 
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Company G 


In December 1862, a new 
Company of Marylanders 
arrived raised by former Co.A 
1st Maryland Inf Regt, Capt. 
William W. Goldsborough, This 
Company was designated 
“Company G”. The 1st 
Maryland Infantry Battalion 
now numbered 579 officers and 
men (per roster listed in 
Goldsborough’s Book). 
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1 St Maryland Infantry Battalion 


With the addition of Company 
G, the 1 St Maryland Infantry 
Battalion now rated a 
Lt.Golonel to command it. 
James Herbert was elected to 
the rank of Lt.Golonel and 
William W. Goldsborough was 
elected to rank of Major. 


































Battles & Commands 





















































1863 2nd Batde of Winchester 


June 10, 1863, the 1st MD Inf Bn 
received orders to report to area 
around Winchester, Va under the 
overall command of Gen. Richard 
Ewell. The advance North to capture 
Winchester was set in place. The 
Maryland Battalion was an 
“independent” command during this 
operation as it did not fall under a 
brigade. The Marylanders came 
under Federal fire on June 14. The 
Confederate forces drove the Federal 
forces back and out of Winchester by 
end of day on June 15th. The 
Battalion lost 2 killed, 8 wounded, 
and 1 POW. 

















Gettysburg Campaign 


On June 16, 1863, the 
Maryland Battalion was 
assigned to the Brigade 
commanded by Marylander 
Brig.Gen, George H. Steuart 
(former commander of the 1 st 
MD Inf Regt.). The Gettysburg 
Gampaign began on this day 
for Steuart’s Brigade as they 
marched North. 


2nd Maryland Infantry's Gettysburg Campaign Advance 
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Gettysburg: July 2, 1863 


I 
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During the afternoon of July 2, 
the men of Johnson’s Division 
were under orders to move to 
Gulp’s Hill and begin their 
attack, Steuart’s Brigade 
pressed up the slopes of hill. 
They captured the lower 
earthworks constructed by the 
Federals. Lt.Gol. Herbert was 
badly wounded leading the 
advance. 




















Gettysburg: July 3, 1863 


Maj. W.W. Goldsborough assumed command of 1st 
MD Inf Bn. Steuart’s Brigade received orders to 
move perpendicular and reform to attack. The 
order was to advance in hopes of breaking the 
Federal line. Maj. Goldsborough repositioned a few 
companies to have senior companies on flanks. 

Capt. Murray was given command of the right flank 
of the battalion while Maj. Goldsborough took 
command of the far left flank. Gen. Steuart ordered 
the men to hx bayonets. Then a 10 am, Steuart 
commanded “At the double quick; forward... 
March!” The Battalion was mauled by shot and 
shell. They reached only feet from the Federal line 
when the command to withdraw was given. Many 
Marylanders were left on the held dead or wounded. 
Gap. William Murray was killed on feet from the 
Federal line. Maj. Goldsborough was seriously 
wounded. The Marylanders lost 38 killed in action, 
55 dying of wounds after battle, 86 wounded, and 
19 prisoners of war. The survivors retreated back to 
Virginia with rest of Gen. Lee’s Army. 



























The Maryland Line 


The Battalion was now led by Capt. James P. 
Crane. The 1st MD Bn remained in Steuart’s 
Brigade until reeeiving orders at end of 
Oetober 1863 to report to the eommand of 
Marylander Col. Bradley T. Johnson loeated 
at Hanover Junetion, Va. The Battalion 
arrived on Nov 1, 1863. They were joined by 
1st and 2nd Maryland Cavalry & the 1st, 2nd, 
and 4th Maryland Artillery. The “all” 
Maryland units were plaeed under the 
eommand of Col. Johnson by order of the 
War Department. The 1st Maryland Infantry 
Battalion was renamed as the 2nd Maryland 
Infantry (as to not be eonfused with the early 
war sendee reeord of the 1 st Maryland 
Infantry Regiment). A newly raised eompany 
joined 2nd Maryland Infantry. This eompany 
was designated Company H. It was eomprised 
of some Marylanders but mostly Virginians. 





































> . 



wiNTtR (i\tknrin% or rue tiAitrunaimt. hi to naHovtH juhcuom. vi JMHUMHt, too* 



a^imm »d.- JW»-» 


t^JUr W^f^A / j f^otk^mmA rnmmmh.i^S ^ ^ 

9 Umata^A m Sa^g MJomnmm 


tM ^ 

g Agko »^M 

• $m 0 g /gAmm taaS 

• 9 mn^M AtJ 


• g^mfg 

m A^rnmgmmm 9 U 4 

* img 49 £kM 


m Ua mt ^9 
m .hafO Ag^mam f mS 
H JM i 4 M 4 ^ ' J 
a9 idmmmg amaAm^ J^ag^ 



g Mho t t0%mm 4 g Am iba9HmHH4 



m >' 99 g^a ^4 ■ :r tkjag 


^ •.-«to • j 


.y 


^JggmamA faA 
fm0i H grnmmamd €^ 

4 ^ %0 hgmmrng^ tog 


00 UoogTaA 
m *ag 0 ^ oag 9 Ag «## 
m 9 Wiaam, 9 goOg 
m ugtmggg 


90 ^ fr Aong^n 

4^ / m ma^^r^99*^n 
004 /H 0 m^ S r 


/V 

uT-aUja-i 
































Cold Harbor 


The Maryland Line was short lived. 
Col. Johnson and the Maryland 
Cavalry was detailed to Gen. Jubal 
Early. The 2nd Maryland Infantry was 
detailed as reserve to Echol’s Brigade 
of Gen. Breckinridge’s Division during 
the Battle of Cold Harbor on June 3, 
1864. 2nd Maryland numbered slightly 
over 400 men, many having returned 
after being wounded a Gettysburg the 
year before. Federal troops of Gen. 
Hancock’s Corps broke through the 
Confederate, but the 2nd Marylanders 
charged forward pulsing the enemy and 
plugging the hole. The Marylanders 
lost 9 killed and 38 wounded. 














































Siege of Petersburg 


After Cold Harbor, the 2nd Maryland 
Infantry moved to the trenches of 
Petersburg with the rest of Gen. Lee’s 
Army. Capt. Crane, now promoted to 
Major, was hospitalized. Capt. Ferdinand 
Duvall assumed command of 2nd 
Maryland Infantry until being wounded 
in October. Capt. Joseph McAleer 
assumed command until February 15, 
1865 when he resigned. Capt. John 
Torsch then became 2nd Maryland 
Infantry’s last field commander. During 
the siege at Petersburg, the Marylanders 
fought at Weldon R.R., Peebles Farm, 
Squirrel Level Road, and Hatcher’s Run. 
During these battles, they lost 30 killed, 
90 wounded, and 170 POWs. 



















Breakthrough and Appomattox 
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The Federals broke through the 
thin Confederate lines forcing 
the Army of Northern Virginia 
to retreat from Petersburg. From 
April 3, to April 9, 1865 2nd 
Maryland Infantry lost another 
53 men who were captured. On 
April 9, 1865, 2nd Maryland 
Infantry surrendered along with 
the remainder of Gen. Lee’s 
Army. Only 65 officers and men 
remained of 2nd Maryland 
Infantry to surrender. 










































I 


LEARN MORE AT: 




www.2ndmarvlandcod.com 


